M.I.F.S 2026 Programme Choices - Selected Synopses etc.

45 Years (2015) Drama 1:35
Stars: Charlotte Rampling, Tom Courtenay, Geraldine James Audience: 67% Critics: 97%

Synopsis: As their 45th wedding anniversary approaches, a woman (Charlotte Rampling) learns that her husband (Tom
Courtenay) was once engaged to someone else.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "45 Years offers richly thought-provoking rewards for fans of adult cinema -- and a
mesmerizing acting showcase for leads Charlotte Rampling and Tom Courtenay." Mixed reviews from audience.

84 Charing Cross Road (1987) Drama 1:37
Stars: Anne Bancroft, Anthony Hopkins, Judi Dench Audience: 81% Critics: 85%

Synopsis: New York City bibliophile Helene Hanff (Anne Bancroft) writes to the London bookshop Marks & Co in search of
some titles she has not been able to turn up locally. Store manager Frank Doel (Anthony Hopkins) responds politely to her
chatty letter, and over the course of two decades, a deep, long-distance friendship evolves. Based on Hanff's epistolary
memoir and its later two-person stage adaptation.

Reviews: "This wonderful little gem is something of a critic-proof cult item in my house." - Critic's review "This is 'You've
Got Mail' but with letters and also we get to see what the heck Judi Dench looks like with long hair so I'm happy. " -
Audience reviewer.

A Complete Unknown (2024) Biography, Drama, Music 2:21
Stars: Timothée Chalamet, Edward Norton, Elle Fanning Audience: 95% Critics: 82%

Synopsis: Timothée Chalamet stars and sings as Bob Dylan in James Mangold's A COMPLETE UNKNOWN, the electric true
story behind the rise of one of the most iconic singer-songwriters in history.

Reviews: Critics: "Charged by Timothée Chalamet's electric performance, this ballad of Bob Dylan might not get under the
enigmatic artist's skin but will make you feel like you've spent time in his company." Audience: "Without ever falling out of
tune, A Complete Unknown composes a gritty verse in the ballad of Bob Dylan’s life that’s uncannily interpreted by
Timothée Chalamet."

Guidance: R (Language)
A Man for All Seasons (1966) Drama, History 2:00
Stars: Paul Scofield, Wendy Hille, Robert Shaw Audience: 87% Critics: 89%

Synopsis: When the highly respected British statesman Sir Thomas More (Paul Scofield) refuses to pressure the Pope into
annulling the marriage of King Henry VIII (Robert Shaw) and his Spanish-born wife, More's clashes with the monarch
increase in intensity. A devout Catholic, More stands by his religious principles and moves to leave the royal court.
Unfortunately, the King and his loyalists aren't appeased by this, and press forward with grave charges of treason, further
testing More's resolve.

Reviews: "A Man for All seasons is a good film, competently made." critic's review

Bank of Dave (2023) Comedy, Biography, Drama 1:47
Stars: Joel Fry, Phoebe Dynevor, Rory Kinnear Audience: 88% Critics: 86%

Synopsis: Based on the true-life experiences of Dave Fishwick; 'Bank of Dave' tells the story of how a working class Burnley
man and self-made millionaire fought to set up a community bank.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "A feel-good underdog story loosely rooted in real events, Bank of Dave may not be the most
memorable movie of its type, but it's got sweetness and charm to spare." Audience Review: "Burnley Everyman vs. Evil
Banking Conglomorates. This is a slight, feel-good film that benefits from a good-plotting, VERY good acting, and an
excellent script." - Chuck A

Bridget Jones - Mad about the boy (2025) Comedy, Romance 2:04
Stars: Renée Zellweger, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Leo Woodall Audience: 74% Critics: 89%

Synopsis: After jumping back into the dating pool, single mother Bridget Jones finds herself caught between a younger
man and her son's science teacher.

Reviews: "A bittersweet romp about new beginnings with another sparkling turn by Renée Zellweger, Mad About the Boy
gracefully closes the book on Bridget Jones' diary."

Guidance: R (Some Sexual References|Language)
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Casablanca (1942) Drama 1:42
Stars: Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, Paul Henreid Audience: 95% Critics: 99%

Synopsis: Rick Blaine (Humphrey Bogart), who owns a nightclub in Casablanca, discovers his old flame llsa (Ingrid Bergman)
is in town with her husband, Victor Laszlo (Paul Henreid). Laszlo is a famed rebel, and with Germans on his tail, llsa knows
Rick can help them get out of the country.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "An undisputed masterpiece and perhaps Hollywood's quintessential statement on love and
romance, Casablanca has only improved with age, boasting career-defining performances from Humphrey Bogart and
Ingrid Bergman." Audience (sample review): "Best movie ever made. | never miss the chance to see it on the Big Screen.
Perfect cast. Perfect storyline. SUPERB ACTING. Some of the greatest lines in the history of the movies. Just perfection. " -
Margaret

Conclave (2024) Drama, Mystery, Thriller 2:00
Stars: Ralph Fiennes, Stanley Tucci Audience: 86% Critics: 93%

Synopsis: CONCLAVE follows one of the world’s most secretive and ancient events -- selecting the new Pope. Cardinal
Lawrence (Ralph Fiennes) is tasked with running this covert process after the unexpected death of the beloved Pope. Once
the Catholic Church’s most powerful leaders have gathered from around the world and are locked together in the Vatican
halls, Lawrence uncovers a trail of deep secrets left in the dead Pope’s wake, secrets which could shake the foundations of
the Church.

Reviews: Conclave is a thought-provoking papal drama that delivers edge-of-your-seat suspense with a venerable Ralph
Fiennes.

Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale (2025) Drama 2:03
Stars: Joanne Froggatt, Michelle Dockery, Paul Giamatti Audience: Critics:

Synopsis: When Mary finds herself in a public scandal and the family faces financial trouble, the household grapples with
the threat of social disgrace. The Crawleys must embrace change with the next generation leading Downton Abbey into
the future.

Reviews: " Not a dry eye in the theater. Thank you for this unforgettable journey. It's a bittersweet goodbye... or maybe a
new beginning? One can only hope." Daily Express

Notes: Recent release. No ratings yet.

F1 The Movie (2025) Action, Drama, Sports 2:35
Stars: Brad Pitt, Damson Idris, Javier Bardem Audience: 97% Critics: 82%

Synopsis: "Dubbed 'the greatest that never was,' Sonny Hayes (Brad Pitt) was FORMULA 1's most promising phenomenon
of the 1990s until an accident on the track nearly ended his career. Thirty years later, he's a nomadic racer-for-hire when
he's approached by his former teammate Ruben Cervantes (Javier Bardem), owner of a struggling FORMULA 1 team that is
on the verge of collapse. Ruben convinces Sonny to come back to FORMULA 1 for one last shot at saving the team and
being the best in the world."

Reviews: "l give it a 7.5/10...The IMAX scenes were fantastic...The story was a classic underdog story....There was some
pretty good comedy mixed in...The music was fantastic. ...Worth a one time watch."

Fried Green Tomatoes (1991) Drama 2:10
Stars: Kathy Bates,Jessica Tandy,Mary Stuart Masterson Audience: 87% Critics: 76%

Synopsis: On one of trapped housewife Evelyn Couch's (Kathy Bates) Wednesday nursing home visits, she encounters
Ninny Threadgoode (Jessica Tandy), a colorful old woman who brightens Evelyn's outlook by sharing tales from her past.
As Ninny recounts the exploits of her free-spirited sister-in-law ldgie (Mary Stuart Masterson), owner of a small Alabama
café in the 1920s, and the bond Idgie shared with her friend Ruth (Mary-Louise Parker), Evelyn gains the confidence to
change her own life for the better.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "Fried Green Tomatoes" tearjerking drama is undeniably manipulative, but in the hands of a
skilled cast that includes Jessica Tandy and Kathy Bates, it's also powerfully effective. Audience review: "l adore this movie
so much. Watched it with my sister over and over growing up and watched it with my daughter and she loved it also. So
great!" Ashleigh L.
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Good Morning Vietnam (1987) Comedy, Drama, War 2:00
Stars: Robin Williams, Forest Whitaker, Tom T. Tran Audience: 82% Critics: 90%

Synopsis: Radio funny man Adrian Cronauer (Robin Williams) is sent to Vietnam to bring a little comedy back into the lives
of the soldiers. After setting up shop, Cronauer delights the G.I.s but shocks his superior officer, Sergeant Major Dickerson
(J.T. Walsh), with his irreverent take on the war. While Dickerson attempts to censor Cronauer's broadcasts, Cronauer
pursues a relationship with a Vietnamese girl named Trinh (Chintara Sukapatana), who shows him the horrors of war first-
hand.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "A well-calibrated blend of manic comedy and poignant drama, Good Morning, Vietnam offers
a captivating look at a wide range of Robin Williams' cinematic gifts." Audience Review: "One of the films of my lifetime,a
masterpiece of acting of the highest level by a genius. Sad, poignant, funny and heart warming. A classic." - Stuart B

Guidance: R (Unspecified)

Lee (2023) Biography, Drama, War, History 1:57
Stars: Kate Winslet, Andy Samberg, Alexander Skarsgard Audience: 94% Critics: 68%

Synopsis: The film portrays a pivotal decade in the life of American war correspondent and photographer, Lee Miller (Kate
Winslet). Miller's singular talent and unbridled tenacity resulted in some of the 20th century's most indelible images of
war, including an iconic photo of Miller herself, posing defiantly in Hitler's private bathtub. Miller had a profound
understanding and empathy for women and the voiceless victims of war. Her images display both the fragility and ferocity
of the human experience. Above all, the film shows how Miller lived her life at full-throttle in pursuit of truth, for which
she paid a huge personal price, forcing her to confront a traumatic and deeply buried secret from her childhood.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "Kate Winslet's gripping performance in the title role helps elevate Lee beyond its
disappointingly conventional biopic trappings.” Audience Review: "Incredible movie that deserves a wider release!" - David

Guidance: R (Unspecified)

Mr Burton (2025) Biography, Drama 2:04
Stars: Toby Jones,Lesley Manville,Harry Lawtey Audience: 89% Critics: 88%

Synopsis: Mr. Burton tells the true story of the relationship between Port Talbot schoolmaster Philip Burton and a wild
young schoolboy called Richard Jenkins, the son of a wayward drunk. Richard dreamed of becoming an actor, but his
ambitions were in danger of being derailed by a combination of family trouble, the pressure of war, and his own lack of
discipline. Mr. Burton recognized the raw talent in his pupil, becoming his tutor, strict taskmaster and eventually his
adoptive father.

Reviews: Critic's Review: "Richard Burton’s unlikely history shines a light on the man behind the magic." - Andiee Paviour
Audience Review: " | loved this film so much | joined Rotten Tomatoes so | could write to tell you all how good it was, | left
the cinema feeling as though my emotions had been through the wringer. Excellent acting by the under appreciated Toby
Jones and excellent too by Harry Lawtey and Lesley Manville who played their parts to perfection. Well done and thank
you all involved." - Jane J

Out Of Africa (1985) Biography, Drama, Romance 2:41
Stars: Meryl Streep, Robert Redford, Klaus Maria Brandauer Audience: 82% Critics: 62%

Synopsis: In 20th-century colonial Kenya, a Danish baroness/plantation owner has a passionate love affair with a free-
spirited big-game hunter.

Reviews: Critic's Review: "Sydney Pollack's glorious and stirring Out of Africa is a big-screen epic in the very best sense." -
Rick Lyman, Philadelphia Inquirer Audience Review: "Beautiful cinema and score. Beautiful!" - Jeff N.

Scent of a Woman (1992) Holiday, Drama 2:37
Stars: Al Pacino,Chris O'Donnell, James Rebhorn Audience: 92% Critics: 82%

Synopsis: Frank is a retired Lt. Col. in the US army. He's blind and impossible to get along with. Charlie is at school and is
looking forward to going to college. To help pay for a trip home for Christmas, he agrees to look after Frank over
Thanksgiving. Frank's niece says this will be easy money, but she didn't reckon on Frank spending his Thanksgiving in New
York.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "It might soar on Al Pacino's performance more than the drama itself, but what a performance
it is -- big, bold, occasionally over-the-top, and finally giving the Academy pause to award the star his first Oscar." Audience
Review: "Thoughtful, emotional, and well executed, SCENT OF A WOMAN delivers a fantastic story, and gives one of the
world’s best known actors, Al Pacino, the performance of a lifetime." - Cody W.

Guidance: R (unspecified)
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Singin' in the Rain (1952) Comedy, Music, Romance 1:43
Stars: Gene Kelly, Donald O'Connor, Debbie Reynolds Audience: 95% Critics: 100%

Synopsis: A silent film star falls for a chorus girl just as he and his delusionally jealous screen partner are trying to make the
difficult transition to talking pictures in 1920s Hollywood.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "Clever, incisive, and funny, Singin' in the Rain is a masterpiece of the classical Hollywood
musical."

The Ballad of Wallis Island (2025) Comedy, Drama, Music 1:30
Stars: Tom Basden, Tim Key Audience: 93% Critics: 96%

Synopsis: THE BALLAD OF WALLIS ISLAND follows Charles (Tim Key), an eccentric lottery winner who lives alone on a
remote island and dreams of getting his favorite musicians, McGwyer Mortimer (Tom Basden & Carey Mulligan) back
together. His fantasy turns into reality when the bandmates and former lovers accept his invitation to play a private show
at his home on Wallis Island. Old tensions resurface as Charles tries desperately to salvage his dream gig.

Reviews: "An absolute gem! A warm, human, touching story that turns out to be a perfect crowd pleaser." "A truly
delightful, beautifully written, acted, sung and photographed. | highly recommend this film to anyone who wants to feel
better about their world."

The Big Lebowski (1998) Comedy 1:57
Stars: Jeff Bridges, John Goodman Audience: 93% Critics: 80%

Synopsis: Jeff Bridges plays Jeff Lebowski who insists on being called "the Dude," a laid-back, easygoing burnout who
happens to have the same name as a millionaire whose wife owes a lot of dangerous people a whole bunch of money --
resulting in the Dude having his rug soiled, sending him spiraling into the Los Angeles underworld.

Reviews: "A hilarious pop-culture hash. The Big Lebowski is the best movie ever set mostly in a bowling alley." "A likably
off-balance, screwball comedy mystery that cruises along so smoothly, and so quickly, you've got to pay attention. That's
because Bridges' towering performance may divert your eye from the keen details."

Guidance: R (Drug Content|Brief Violence | Pervasive Strong Language | Sexuality)

The Bookshop (2017) Drama 1:53
Stars: Emily Mortimer, Bill Nighy, Hunter Tremayne Audience: 52% Critics: 57%

Synopsis: England 1959. In a small East Anglian town, Florence Green decides, against polite but ruthless local opposition,
to open a bookshop.

Reviews: Critic's Review: "Like the town it's set in, The Bookshop is a small, intimately observed drama with an
undercurrent of melancholy." - Betsy Bozdech Audience Review: "Great movie. So tidy, well mannered and gentle. Brilliant
cast all shines in character. Very slow and quiet pace, as a bookshop should be hey? Great cinematography and very good
directing and writing. Superb and very nostalgic." - Frans B.

The Bridges of Madison County (1995) Drama, Romance 2:15
Stars: Clint Eastwood, Meryl Streep, Annie Corley Audience: 87% Critics: 90%

Synopsis: A moving love story about a photographer on assignment to shoot the historic bridges of Madison County. He
meets a housewife, whose husband and children are away on a trip, and the film traces a brief affair that is never sordid
but instead one of two soul mates who have met too late.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "Sentimental, slow, schmaltzy, and very satisfying, The Bridges of Madison County finds Clint
Eastwood adapting a bestseller with heft, wit, and grace."

The Devil Wears Prada (2006) Comedy, Drama 1:49
Stars: Anne Hathaway, Meryl Streep, Adrian Grenier Audience: 76% Critics: 75%

Synopsis: Andy (Anne Hathaway) is a recent college graduate with big dreams. Upon landing a job at prestigious Runway
magazine, she finds herself the assistant to diabolical editor Miranda Priestly (Meryl Streep). Andy questions her ability to
survive her grim tour as Miranda's whipping girl without getting scorched.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "A rare film that surpasses the quality of its source novel, this Devil is a witty expose of New
York's fashion scene, with Meryl Streep in top form and Anne Hathaway more than holding her own." Audience Review:
"This film was pretty good. | even dare to say it was ahead of its time wonderful performances from all the cast. Meryl
Streep, as always is the start of the show, Anne Hathaway brings to life complex, but likable character. It took me a long
time to watch it, but after watching this, | can’t wait for the sequel." - Geo3 F.
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The Dirty Dozen (1967) Drama, War 2:29
Stars: Lee Marvin, Ernest Borgnine, Charles Bronson Audience: 90% Critics: 82%

Synopsis: As D-Day approaches, Colonel Breed hands the roguish Major Reisman (Lee Marvin) an important assignment:
He must train a team of soldiers to parachute across enemy lines and assassinate German personnel at a French chateau.
The soldiers, recruited from murderers, rapists and criminals on death row, are promised commuted sentences. In spite of
their history, the 12 men prove a spirited and courageous unit. Led by Major Reisman, they will exact revenge.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "Amoral on the surface and exuding testosterone, The Dirty Dozen utilizes combat and its
staggering cast of likable scoundrels to deliver raucous entertainment." Audience Review: "Incredible movie with an all
star cast. Loved it." - karen n.

Guidance: X (scenes of wartime violence)

The Glen Miller Story (1954) Biography, Music 1:55
Stars: James Stewart, June Allyson, Harry Morgan Audience: 80% Critics: 89%

Synopsis: Glenn Miller (James Stewart) is a poor trombone player with dreams of fame. Eventually, through years of hard
work and determination, he is able to start his own band, and they become one of the most successful groups of the big-
band era. With a beautiful wife (June Allyson) and one of the biggest songs in America, "Moonlight Serenade," Miller has it
all. But at the onset of World War II, Miller enlists, giving up his fame and success to help entertain the troops stationed in
Europe.

Reviews: A Critic's Review: Featuring a towering performance from Jimmy Stewart as America's most popular band leader,
Anthony Mann's intelligent if also sentimental film is one of the most enjoyable Hollywood biopics." - Emanuel Levy
Audience Review: "l love this movie, the music is classic and the story had a nice mix of drama, humour and history." - Paul
S

The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare (2024) Action, Adventure, War 2:00
Stars: Henry Cavill, Alan Ritchso, Alex Pettyfer Audience: 91% Critics: 68%

Synopsis: Based upon recently declassified files of the British War Department and inspired by true events, THE MINISTRY
OF UNGENTLEMANLY WARFARE is an action-comedy that tells the story of the first-ever special forces organization
formed during WWII by UK Prime Minister Winston Churchill and a small group of military officials including author lan
Fleming. The top-secret combat unit, composed of a motley crew of rogues and mavericks, goes on a daring mission
against the Nazis using entirely unconventional and utterly "ungentlemanly" fighting techniques. Ultimately their
audacious approach changed the course of the war and laid the foundation for the British SAS and modern Black Ops
warfare.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "Cranking up a true story of derring-do into a high-octane action flick that's heavy on spectacle
if not suspense, The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare is another solid entry into Guy Ritchie's pantheon." Audience
Says: "The Ministry of Ungentlemanly Warfare delivers rock solid, well-acted action with the added bonus of a story that's
based on actual events."

Guidance: R (Strong Violence Throughout|Some Language)

The Penguin Lessons (2024) Comedy, Drama 1:50
Stars: Steve Coogan, Jonathan Pryce, Bruno Blas Audience: 95% Critics: 77%

Synopsis: Inspired by the true story of a disillusioned Englishman who went to work in a school in Argentina in 1976.
Expecting an easy ride, Tom discovers a divided nation and a class of unteachable students. However, after he rescues a
penguin from an oil-slicked beach, his life is turned upside-down.

Reviews: "This is a sweet, funny, cute movie with a nice story. It does all this and manages to avoid being lame." "One of
the best movies I've seen in ages. it Is transporting into that time. It’s funny it’s heartfelt and uplifting, but very funny."

The Roses (2025) Comedy, Drama 1:45
Stars: Olivia Colman, Benedict Cumberbatch, Kate McKinnon Audience: 79% Critics: 65%

Synopsis: Life seems easy for picture-perfect couple lvy (Olivia Colman) and Theo (Benedict Cumberbatch): successful
careers, a loving marriage, great kids. But beneath the facade of their supposed ideal life, a storm is brewing -- as Theo's
career nosedives while Ivy's own ambitions take off, a tinderbox of fierce competition and hidden resentment ignites. The
Roses is a reimagining of the 1989 classic film The War of the Roses, based on the novel by Warren Adler.

Reviews: Critics Consensus: "The Roses' blend of broad comedy and dark satire makes for an uneasy marriage, although
watching Olivia Colman and Benedict Cumberbatch trade barbs is a treat onto itself." Audience Review: "Such a witty
movie. Clever & funny & a joy!" - Santina

Guidance: R (Sexual Content|Language Throughout|Drug Content)
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The Salt Path 2024 Drama 1:55
Stars: Gillian Anderson, Jason Isaacs, Denis Lill Audience: 59% Critics: 84%

Synopsis: THE SALT PATH is the profound true story of husband and wife, Raynor and Moth Winn's 630-mile trek along the
beautiful but rugged Cornish, Devon and Dorset coastline. After being forcibly removed from their home, they make the
desperate decision to walk in the hope that, in nature, they will find solace and a sense of acceptance. With depleted
resources, only a tent and some essentials between them, every step along the path is a testament to their growing
strength and determination. THE SALT PATH is a journey that is exhilarating, challenging, and liberating in equal measure.
A portrayal of home, how it can be lost and rediscovered in the most unexpected ways.

Reviews: "l saw this before the revelations that a lot of it is untrue. That was disappointing, but the film itself hasn't
changed. Two excellent central performances, an engaging story, good screenplay and great scenery. It matters that it
purported to be true when it wasn't, but if we'd always thought it was largely fictional | think we'd still have enjoyed it."

The Six Triple Eight (2024) Drama, Western 2:07
Stars: Kerry Washington, Ebony Obsidian, Milauna Jackson Audience: 72% Critics: 56%

Synopsis: During World War 1, 855 women joined the fight to fix the three-year backlog of undelivered mail. Faced with
discrimination and a country devastated by war, they managed to sort more than 17 million pieces of mail ahead of time.
Reviews: Critics Consensus: "The Six Triple Eight recounts an important true story with a steely Kerry Washington at
command, but its treacly presentation unfortunately doesn't let these inspiring events speak for themselves." "It was
FAAAANTASTIC! | HIGHLY recommend this movie!!!ll Wowow! To me, it's on the level of Hidden Figures! Awesome movie
about a story | NEVER knew about! Wow!" - Audience reviewer

The Thursday Murder Club Movie (2025) Comedy, Mystery, Crime 1:38
Stars: Helen Mirren, Pierce Brosnan, Ben Kingsley Audience: 54% Critics: 78%

Synopsis: Based on Richard Osman's international bestselling novel of the same name, The Thursday Murder Club follows
four irrepressible retirees -- Elizabeth (Helen Mirren), Ron (Pierce Brosnan), Ibrahim (Ben Kingsley) and Joyce (Celia

Imrie) -- who spend their time solving cold case murders for fun. When an unexplained death occurs on their own
doorstep, their casual sleuthing takes a thrilling turn as they find themselves with a real whodunit on their hands.
Reviews: Critics Consensus: "Cozy as an undemanding beach reach and just as slight, this starry murder mystery leverages
its terrific troupe of actors to nostalgic effect." Audience Review: "Had fun watching the film with my family. Could have
had a little more depth in some areas but still enjoyed watching. Would watch again." - Jack F.

Note: For further information on all the suggested films we recommend searching the "Rotten Tomatoes" or "IMDB" film
review sites on the Internet.
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