
Mersea Island Film Club 2025 Programme - Shortlist: Synopses etc.
The list below contains further information about the films listed on our shortlist for 2025. The Reference No. which 
precedes each title matches the Ref. No. on the Summary List. Note: The R rating stands for Restricted. An R rating, for 
example, can signal that a movie is for adults and might contain strong language, intense or persistent violence, sexually 
oriented nudity, drug abuse or other mature elements. Children under the age of 17 need to be with an adult guardian to 
see R-rated movies.
1 A Fistful of Dollars (1964)

Synopsis: Classic Western - A wandering gunfighter plays two rival families against each other in a town torn apart by 
greed, pride, and revenge.
Review: Critics Consensus: "A Fistful of Dollars helped define a new era for the Western and usher in its most iconic star, 
Clint Eastwood." Audience: "The main story was fairly one dimensional... a vehicle for the action. However, the stylized 
cinematography, great score and realistic acting elevated this movie to something quite entertaining."

Stars: Clint Eastwood
Western 1:36

Critics: 98%Audience: 91%

Guidance: R (Some adult material)
2 American Fiction (2023)

Synopsis: AMERICAN FICTION is Cord Jefferson's hilarious directorial debut, which confronts our culture's obsession with 
reducing people to outrageous stereotypes. Jeffrey Wright stars as Monk, a frustrated novelist who's fed up with the 
establishment profiting from "Black" entertainment that relies on tired and offensive tropes. To prove his point, Monk 
uses a pen name to write an outlandish "Black" book of his own, a book that propels him to the heart of hypocrisy and the 
madness he claims to disdain.
Review: Critics Consensus: "Jeffrey Wright and American Fiction will forever be inextricable thanks to the actor's 
committed approach to the pointedly humorous and insightful material." Audience Says: "Smart, funny, and poignant, 
American Fiction will make you laugh as often as it makes you think."

Stars: Jeffrey Wright, Tracee Ellis Ross, John Ortiz
Comedy, Drama 1:57

Critics: 93%Audience: 96%

Guidance: R
3 Anatomy of a Fall (2023)

Synopsis: For the past year, Sandra, her husband Samuel, and their eleven-year-old son Daniel have lived a secluded life in 
a remote town in the French Alps. When Samuel is found dead in the snow below their chalet, the police question 
whether he was murdered or committed suicide. Samuel's suspicious death is presumed murder, and Sandra becomes the 
main suspect. What follows is not just an investigation into the circumstances of Samuel's death but an unsettling 
psychological journey into the depths of Sandra and Samuel's conflicted relationship.
Review: Critics Consensus: "A smart, solidly crafted procedural that's anchored in family drama, Anatomy of a Fall finds 
star Sandra Hüller and director/co-writer Justine Triet operating at peak power." Audience Says: "Fantastic acting and a 
fascinating plot keep Anatomy of a Fall gripping, even if it might run a little too long".

Stars: Sandra Hüller, Swann Arlaud, Milo Machado Graner
Drama, Mystery, Thriller 2:31

Critics: 96%Audience: 90%

Guidance: R
4 Arthur the King (2024)

Synopsis: Over the course of ten days and 435 miles, an unbreakable bond is forged between pro adventure racer Michael 
Light (Mark Wahlberg) and a scrappy street dog companion dubbed Arthur. Based on an incredible true story, ARTHUR 
THE KING follows Light, desperate for one last chance to win, as he convinces a sponsor to back him and a team of athletes 
(Simu Liu, Nathalie Emmanuel, and Ali Suliman) for the Adventure Racing World Championship in the Dominican Republic. 
As the team is pushed to their outer limits of endurance in the race, Arthur redefines what victory, loyalty and friendship 
truly mean.
Review: Critics Consensus: "It's hard to deny Arthur the King's ability to tug at the heartstrings, although it may have been 
more effective if it had taken a subtler approach." Audience Says: "Arthur the King is a feel-good movie with enough 
excitement and heartwarming drama to entertain the whole family."

Stars: Mark Wahlberg, Nathalie Emmanuel, Simu Liu
Drama, Adventure 1:47

Critics: 70%Audience: 97%

Guidance: PG-13
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5 Brookyln (2015)

Synopsis: A beautifully crafted romantic drama about an Irish immigrant navigating her new life in 1950s New York.
Review: Critics Consensus: "Brooklyn buttresses outstanding performances from Saoirse Ronan and Emory Cohen with a 
rich period drama that tugs at the heartstrings as deftly as it satisfies the mind." Audience review: "I didn't want this film 
to end."

Stars: Saoirse Ronan, Domhnall Gleeson, Emory Cohen
Drama, History, Romance 1:52

Critics: 97%Audience: 87%

Guidance: PG-13
6 Fly Me to the Moon (2024)

Synopsis: Starring Scarlett Johansson and Channing Tatum, Fly Me To The Moon is a sharp, stylish romantic comedy set 
against the high-stakes backdrop of NASA's historic Apollo 11 moon landing. Brought in to fix NASA's public image, sparks 
fly in all directions as marketing maven Kelly Jones (Johansson) wreaks havoc on launch director Cole Davis's (Tatum) 
already difficult task.
Review: Critics Consensus: "Sustained by Scarlett Johansson and Channing Tatum's screwball chemistry even when its 
plotting strains credulity, this throwback romance is a pleasant enough trip to the moon and back." Audience Says: "An 
old-fashioned romance that playfully tweaks history without being irresponsible, Fly Me to the Moon is a sweet valentine 
to NASA."

Stars: Scarlett Johansson, Channing Tatum, Jim Rash
Comedy, Drama, Romance 2:12

Critics: 65%Audience: 91%

Guidance: PG-13
Text50:Notes: 
Released July 2024
7 Ford Versus Ferrari (2019)

Synopsis: An exhilarating biographical sports drama about the rivalry between Ford and Ferrari in the 1966 Le Mans race.
Review: Critics Consensus: "Ford v Ferrari delivers all the polished auto action audiences will expect -- and balances it with 
enough gripping human drama to satisfy non-racing enthusiasts." Audience Review: "Great movie, hugely enjoyable. 
Emotive, funny, constantly entertaining." Lesley.

Stars: Matt Damon, Christian Bale, Jon Bernthal
Biography, Drama, History 2:32

Critics: 92%Audience: 98%

Guidance: PG-13
8 Glengarry and Glen Ross (1992)

Synopsis: When an office full of New York City real estate salesmen is given the news that all but the top two will be fired 
at the end of the week, the atmosphere begins to heat up. Shelley Levene (Jack Lemmon), who has a sick daughter, does 
everything in his power to get better leads from his boss, John Williamson (Kevin Spacey), but to no avail. When his 
coworker Dave Moss (Ed Harris) comes up with a plan to steal the leads, things get complicated for the tough-talking 
salesmen.
Review: Critics Consensus: "This adaptation of David Mamet's play is every bit as compelling and witty as its source 
material, thanks in large part to a clever script and a bevy of powerhouse actors." Audience: Mixed reviews, e.g. "Witty, 
smart and emotional, we're shown the brutality of the workplace first hand! Each actor brings their talent to this film 
adaptation of a legendary play that still shocks and surprises viewers. Be thankful if you're unemployed that you don't 
have to deal with this kind of drama!"

Stars:
Drama 1:40

Critics: 95%Audience: 88%

Guidance: R
9 Living (2022)

Synopsis: LIVING is the story of an ordinary man, reduced by years of oppressive office routine to a shadow existence, who 
at the eleventh hour makes a supreme effort to turn his dull life into something wonderful.
Review: Critics Consensus: Living sets a high bar for itself in setting out to remake a Kurosawa classic -- and director Oliver 
Hermanus and star Bill Nighy clear it in triumphant fashion. Audience Says: Led by Bill Nighy's perfect performance, Living 
is a movie that will leave you reflecting on the things you appreciate in your own life.

Stars: Bill Nighy, Aimee Lou Wood, Alex Sharp
Drama 1:36

Critics: 96%Audience: 91%

Guidance: PG-13
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10 One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest (1975)

Synopsis: Based on the novel by Ken Kesey, the story centres on Randal P. McMurphy, a long-time criminal who pleads 
insanity in order to avoid another spell in prison. Instead, he is sent to the state mental hospital, where he immediately 
shakes things up and challenges the authority of the wardens - butting heads with rigid disciplinarian Nurse Ratched in 
particular. Within the confines of the hospital walls, McMurphy's influence gradually takes hold over the other patients, 
encouraging them to stand up against what he sees as an oppressive system.
Review: Considered by many to be one of the greatest films ever made, it is the second film to win all five major Academy 
Awards (Best Picture, Best Actor, Best Actress, Director, and Screenplay) - Wikipedia

Stars: Jack Nicholson, Louise Fletcher
Drama 2:13

Critics: 93%Audience: 96%

Guidance: R
11 One Life (2023)

Synopsis: Based on the book If It's Not Impossible...: The Life of Sir Nicholas Winton by Barbara Winton, ONE LIFE tells the 
incredible, emotional true story of Nicholas 'Nicky' Winton, a young London broker who visits Prague in December 1938. In 
a race against time, Winton convinces Trevor Chadwick, and Doreen Warriner of the British Committee for Refugees in 
Czechoslovakia to rescue hundreds of predominantly Jewish children before Nazi occupation closes the borders. Fifty years 
later, the BBC show "That's Life!" re-introduces him to some of those he helped rescue and he finally begins to come to 
terms with the guilt and grief he carried -- all the while skyrocketing from anonymity to a national hero.
Review: Critics Consensus: "Held aloft by outstanding work from a tremendous cast, One Life pays heartwarming tribute 
to a remarkable humanitarian effort." Audience Says: "One Life is a true tearjerker that will inspire viewers with its 
depiction of how one person really can make a major positive difference."

Stars: Anthony Hopkins
Biography, Drama, History 1:40

Critics: 90%Audience: 94%

12 Oppenheimer (2023)

Synopsis: During World War II, Lt. Gen. Leslie Groves Jr. appoints physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer to work on the top-
secret Manhattan Project. Oppenheimer and a team of scientists spend years developing and designing the atomic bomb. 
Their work comes to fruition on July 16, 1945, as they witness the world's first nuclear explosion, forever changing the 
course of history. Winner of 7 Oscars, including Best Picture in 2024.
Review: Critics Consensus: "Oppenheimer marks another engrossing achievement from Christopher Nolan that benefits 
from Murphy's tour-de-force performance and stunning visuals." Audience: "This film is a masterclass in weaving 
narratives and different time periods while exploring the profound depths of a man whose actions altered the world's 
trajectory forever, for better or worse. Nolan brings us into the complexities of Oppenheimer, and all the moral conflicts 
stirring within him." - IMDB Featured Review

Stars: Cillian Murphy, Emily Blunt, Robert Downey Jr.
Biography , Drama , History 3:00

Critics: 93%Audience: 91%

Guidance: R
Text50:Notes: 
Long film! If selected, we consider starting starting the performance a little earlier.
13 Paddington in Peru (2024)

Synopsis: Paddington in Peru will see the protagonist traveling far away from his home in order to look for his Aunt Lucy 
(Imelda Staunton). With the help of his adoptive family, Paddington will need to dive deep into a country he isn't familiar 
with if he wishes to see his relative again. Hopefully, it won't be too late. The fate of Aunt Lucy will be revealed in the 
sequel directed by Dougal Wilson.
Review: No reviews avaliable.

Stars: Olivia Colman, Ben Whishaw, Imelda Staunton
Family, Comedy

Critics:Audience:

Text50:Notes: 
Release date: November 2024
14 South Pacific (1958)

Synopsis: On a South Pacific island during World War II, love blooms between a young nurse and a secretive Frenchman 
who's being courted for a dangerous military mission.
Review: Critics: "...a practically perfect screen version of a contemporary musical comedy classic" - Moira Walsh, Catholic 
World." Audience says: "One of the better musicals of its time. Handsomely shot, and the songs are snappy. Happy Talk 
being one of the most amusing that will keep you smiling. It still felt like 2 movies in one that are clashing (a musical and a 
war film), but somehow in the end it did work."

Stars: Rossano Brazzi, Mitzi Gaynor, John Kerr
Musical 2:31

Critics: 77%Audience: 69%
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15 Swede Caroline (2022)

Synopsis: In this British Mockumentary, the competitive giant vegetable growing world is rocked by scandal when up-and-
coming prospect Caroline has her prized marrow plants stolen.
Review: Critics: "...injecting humanity and warmth into the inherent daftness of men and women dedicated to maximising 
marrow growth is just one of the many virtues this fun, feel-good charmer offers." - Simon Foster, Screen Space Audience: 
Mixed reviews  - "A joyous gem of a film!" - Louise H. "This is quite possibly the worst film I have ever seen." - Richard E.

Stars: Jo Hartley, Aisling Bea, Richard Lumsden
Comedy 1:37

Critics: 83%Audience: 73%

Text50:Notes: 
Mixed reviews.
16 The Boy in the Woods (2023)

Synopsis: The remarkable true-life survival story of a Jewish boy hiding and being hunted in the forests of Nazi-occupied 
Eastern Europe.
Review: Critics: "The Boy in the Woods is not only moving, but serves as an important reminder of how devastating war is, 
especially to innocent children. A must watch." - Romey Norton Film Focus Online Audience: "It captures the moments of 
harsh reality that the victims of the holocaust went through while giving a triumphant insight into the victories of the few 
survivors despite their struggles. Emotional, but restorative to faith in humanity . A must watch." - Peetah J.

Stars: Richard Armitage, Christopher Heyerdahl, Ari Millen
Drama, History 1:36

Critics: 100%Audience:

17 The Children Act (2018)

Synopsis: Judge Fiona May (Emma Thompson) must race against the clock to determine the fate of a teenage boy in need 
of a lifesaving blood transfusion, stretching her life and her fractured marriage to the breaking point.
Review: Critica Consensus: "The Children Act showcases yet another powerful performance from Emma Thompson, who 
elevates this undeniably flawed picture into an affecting adult drama." Audience: "This is a small but intelligent film that 
will stay with you for a long time after the final credits. It is well made in all categories and addresses a number of issues 
that are current and important today including faith vs law, love vs life, youth vs experience. This is probably the best 
adaption of one of Ian McEwans novels and benefits from a strong and nuanced performance from Emma Thomson." -
Andy GE

Stars: Emma Thompson, Stanley Tucci
Drama 1:45

Critics: 74%Audience: 63%

Guidance: R
18 The Good the Bad and the Ugly (1967)

Synopsis: Classic Western. A bounty-hunting scam joins two men in an uneasy alliance against a third in a race to find a 
fortune in gold buried in a remote cemetery.
Review: Critics Consensus: "Arguably the greatest of the spaghetti westerns, this epic features a compelling story, 
memorable performances, breathtaking landscapes, and a haunting score." Audience: "... Sergio Leone [Director] made 
the greatest western of all time. Every sequence is perfectly constructed, the iconic moments are pure cinema, and Tuco is 
one of the great big screen characters. Absolutely lives up to its own monumental image." -  Spencer Nielsen

Stars: Clint Eastwood, Eli Wallach
Western 2:41

Critics: 97%Audience: 97%

Guidance: R
19 The Holdovers (2023)

Synopsis: From acclaimed director Alexander Payne, THE HOLDOVERS follows a curmudgeonly instructor at a New England 
school who remains on campus during Christmas break. He soon forms an unlikely bond with a brainy but damaged 
troublemaker, and with the school's cook, a woman who just lost a son in the Vietnam War.
Review: "The Holdovers is a captivating blend of comedy and drama that beautifully explores the complexities of human 
relationships...a thoughtful exploration of human relationships set against the backdrop of a bygone era. ...exceptional 
performances and engaging narrative. ...It's a must-watch for those seeking a film that combines drama, comedy, and a 
touch of nostalgia." - IMDB Featured Review.

Stars: Paul Giamatti, Da'Vine Joy Randolph, Dominic Sessa
Comedy, Drama 2:13

Critics: 97%Audience: 92%

Guidance: R
Text50:Notes: 
Oscars 2024 Best Supporting Actress award for Da'Vine Joy Randolph
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20 The Italian Job (1969) - original version

Synopsis: "You were only supposed to blow the bloody doors off!" Classic comic caper movie about a plan to steal a gold 
shipment from the streets of Turin by creating a traffic jam - featuring a mini-car chase and stunning cliff-edge finale. 
Great intro. soundtrack with Matt Munro's song 'On Days Like These'.
Review: Critics: "Featuring a spectacular performance from Michael Caine, The Italian Job remains one of the best 
representations of British culture in the late 1960s" - Danielle Solzman, Solzy at the Movies

Stars: Michael Caine, Noel Coward, Benny Hill
Action, Comedy 1:39

Critics: 82%Audience: 85%

Guidance: PG
21 The Notebook (2004)

Synopsis: In 1940s South Carolina, mill worker Noah Calhoun (Ryan Gosling) and rich girl Allie (Rachel McAdams) are 
desperately in love. But her parents don't approve. When Noah goes off to serve in World War II, it seems to mark the end 
of their love affair. In the interim, Allie becomes involved with another man (James Marsden). But when Noah returns to 
their small town years later, on the cusp of Allie's marriage, it soon becomes clear that their romance is anything but over.
Review: Mixed reviews: "A tearjerker? It'll make you cry but it's not manipulative. A chick flick? It's just an inspiring love 
story that will touch your heart and make you believe true love can last a lifetime and conquer all. Isn't that what we all 
want?"

Stars: Ryan Gosling
Drama, Romance 2:04

Critics: 54%Audience: 85%

Guidance: PG-13
22 The Old Oak (2023)

Synopsis: The Old Oak is the last pub standing in a once thriving mining village in northern England, a gathering space for a 
community that has fallen on hard times. When a group of Syrian refugees move into the floundering village, a decisive rift 
fueled by prejudices develops between the community and its newest inhabitants. The formation of an unexpected 
friendship between the pub's propreitor TJ and a young Syrian woman named Yara opens up new possibilities for the 
divided village in this deeply moving drama about loss, fear, and the difficulty of finding hope. Directed by Ken Loach, who 
at 87, has announced that The Old Oak will be his final film.
Review: "Fabulous, tear-jerking, heart-warming."

Stars: Dave Turner, Debbie Honeywood, Reuben Bainbridge
Drama 1:53

Critics: 83%Audience: 77%

23 The Sandpiper (1965)

Synopsis: Classic 1960s romance. A free-spirited single mother forms a connection with the married headmaster of an 
Episcopalian boarding school in Monterey, California.
Review: Mixed reviews: "I know this was not critically acclaimed, but it's my second favorite Burton / Taylor movie (after 
The Taming of the Shrew)." "The best movie song ever sung: The Shadow of Your Smile! And the best movie score ever 
composed!" "The Sandpiper is a decent film... Elizabeth Taylor and Richard give good performances. The screenplay is a 
little slow in places. Vincente Minnelli did an alright job directing this movie. I liked this motion picture because of the 
drama."

Stars: ElizabethTaylor, Richard Burton
Drama 1:56

Critics: 21%Audience: 45%

24 The Young Woman and the Sea (2024)

Synopsis: The story of competitive swimmer Gertrude Ederle, who, in 1926, was the first woman to ever swim across the 
English Channel.
Review: "Buoyed by Daisy Ridley's radiant star power and the remarkable trajectory of Gertrude Ederle's life story, Young 
Woman and the Sea is an old-fashioned sports movie that harkens back to the classics in the best way."

Stars: Daisy Ridley
Biography, Drama, History 2:09

Critics: 89%Audience: 97%

Guidance: PG
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25 Thelma (2024)

Synopsis: When 93-year-old Thelma Post gets duped by a phone scammer pretending to be her grandson, she sets out on 
a treacherous quest across the city to reclaim what was taken from her.
Review: Critics Consensus: "A stellar showcase for the talented June Squibb, Thelma avoids cheap laughs as it finds the 
lighter side of some serious issues." "Very funny and entertaining, but also tender and deep...It's a really great film, super-
funny, super-entertaining, but also with a great heart and a very interesting human exploration of the condition of elderly 
people. It is also very very tender. The writer/director was inspired by his grandma, and you get this love and tenderness 
towards the limits and conditions of elderly people...Great acting, I liked especially Fred Hechinger, the grandson, and 
obviously June Squibb, which ia absolutely great.." - IMDB Featured Review

Stars: June Squibb, Fred Hechinger, Richard Roundtree
Action, Comedy 1:37

Critics: 98%Audience: 83%

Guidance: PG-13
26 To Kill a Mocking Bird (1962)

Synopsis: 1960s Classic based on the novel of the same name by American author Harper Lee. Atticus Finch, a widowed 
lawyer in Depression-era Alabama, defends a Black man against an undeserved rape charge, and tries to educate his young 
children against prejudice.
Review: "To Kill a Mockingbird is a textbook example of a message movie done right -- sober-minded and earnest, but 
never letting its social conscience get in the way of gripping drama."

Stars: Gregory Peck
Drama 2:09

Critics: 93%Audience: 92%

Guidance: PG
Text50:Notes: 
Black and white.
27 Twisters (2024)

Synopsis: Kate Carter, a retired tornado-chaser and meteorologist, is persuaded to return to Oklahoma to work with a 
new team and new technologies. She crosses paths with Tyler Owens. As storm season intensifies, terrifying phenomena 
never seen before are unleashed, and Kate, Tyler and their competing teams find themselves squarely in the paths of 
multiple storm systems converging over central Oklahoma in the fight of their lives.
Review: "Populated with likable characters and terrific visual effects, Twisters resembles a classic 1990s blockbuster in all 
the right ways."

Stars: Daisy Edgar-Jones
Action, Adventure, Thriller 2:02

Critics: 75%Audience: 91%

Guidance: PG-13
28 West Side Story (Steven Spielberg) (2021)

Synopsis: Steven Spielberg’s visually stunning remake of the classic musical, capturing its energy and tragedy.
Review: Critics Consensus: "Steven Spielberg's West Side Story presents a new look at the classic musical that lives up to 
its beloved forebear -- and in some respects might even surpass it."  Audience Says: "The acting, singing, and dancing are 
terrific, and Steven Spielberg's West Side Story updates the original without losing its heart."

Stars: Ansel Elgort, Rachel Zegler, Ariana DeBose
Drama, Music, Romance 2:36

Critics: 92%Audience: 93%

Guidance: PG-13
29 Wicked Little Letters (2023)

Synopsis: A 1920s English seaside town bears witness to a farcical and occasionally sinister scandal in this riotous mystery 
comedy. Based on a stranger than fiction true story: When people in Littlehampton--including conservative local Edith--
begin to receive letters full of hilarious profanities, rowdy Irish migrant Rose is charged with the crime. Suspecting that 
something is amiss, the town's women investigate.
Review: Foul language (including the 'C' word) but v. entertaining and funny with a clever twist at the end.

Stars: Olivia Coleman, Jessie Buckley
Comedy, Thriller, Mystery 1:40

Critics: 80%Audience: 92%

Guidance: R (Language thoughout and sexual material)
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30 Widow Cliquot (2023)

Synopsis: After her husband's untimely death, Barbe-Nicole Ponsardin Clicquot flouts convention by assuming the reins of 
the fledgling wine business they had nurtured together. Steering the company through dizzying political and financial 
reversals, she defies her critics and revolutionizes the champagne industry to become one of the world's first great 
businesswomen.
Review: Although Widow Clicquot won't blow your mind, it is a solid, if muddled, biopic of someone who is entirely 
fascinating, founded a great champagne empire, became one of the richest women of her day and whom, I'm guessing, 
you know nothing about. - Deborah Ross, Spectator

Stars: Haley Bennett , Tom Sturridge, Sam Riley
Drama, History 1:29

Critics: 81%Audience: 86%

Guidance: R
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